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Acelero Learning Wisconsin Rates Among Top 10% of Head Start Programs 

 

“Our job is to give children and families the opportunity to experience the world-class early childhood 

education they want and deserve.” 

 

Acelero Learning Wisconsin, which began providing Head Start services in 2013, was notified by the 

Office of Head Start that its Milwaukee program scored in the top 10% of Head Start programs 

nationwide in Instructional Support, a key indicator of quality education for young children.  This was 

determined by an independent team of reviewers from the Office of Head Start (at the US Department 

of Health and Human Services), who observed every classroom in Milwaukee, using the Classroom 

Assessment Scoring System™ (CLASS) tool.  Positive scores on Instructional Support in the CLASS have 

been shown by researchers to be directly correlated to positive child outcomes for children 

(http://curry.virginia.edu/about/directory/robert-c.-pianta/measures).  CLASS reviews are conducted by 

a team of classroom observers, employed by the Federal Government, on every Head Start program in 

the country. 

Since its inception three years ago, the Acelero Learning Wisconsin Head Start program has served 

children in eight centers on the north side of Milwaukee and in Cudahy, including Jo's Early Learning 

Center and the Penfield Children's Center, and recently expanded into Racine as well.  All eight 

Milwaukee centers are Five-Star rated in Youngstar, Wisconsin's Quality Rating and Improvement 

System for child care centers. 

"This result is the product of the incredible hard work and dedication of the teachers and educational 

leaders we are so fortunate to have here at Acelero Learning Wisconsin," said Sarah Barton, Executive 

Director of Acelero Learning Wisconsin.  "Their commitment to the children and families of this 

community is inspiring beyond measure, and their efforts are changing children's lives every day." 

Dr. Earnestine Willis, the founding Board Chair of Acelero Learning Wisconsin, recognized the 

importance of this result for Milwaukee's children.  "I sincerely appreciate the hard work and dedication 

that the staff and parents of Acelero Wisconsin have done to culminate in these outstanding federal  



 

reviews.  These are critical contributions to our future as a community, championing early childhood 

development." 

Christine Holmes, the CEO of Penfield's Children Center, has been an integral partner to Acelero 

Learning Wisconsin since its inception and houses two Head Start classrooms and three Early Head Start 

classrooms.  "In three years, I have seen this program grow from a vision to a beacon of quality in 

Milwaukee.  We are thrilled to be partners with Acelero Learning Wisconsin, and we know there are 

more great things to come." 

Three Acelero Learning Head Start classrooms and four Early Head Start classrooms are located at Jo's 

Early Learning Center, which is led by Schnell Price Lambert.  "It is refreshing to find a partner who 

shares my belief in the potential impact of high quality early childhood education," said Lambert.  

"Acelero Learning Wisconsin shares that belief -- and more importantly, they back it up with an 

unparalleled commitment to delivering great outcomes for children." 

"Our children in Milwaukee do not just deserve a good Head Start program.  They deserve the best 

program.  We believe that every child, regardless of income or zip code or how long they have lived in 

this country, can learn and succeed at the highest levels -- and that every parent wants that for their 

child," said Henry Wilde, CEO and co-founder of Acelero Learning.  "Our job is to give children and 

families the opportunity to experience the world-class early childhood education they want and deserve.  

Our teachers, family advocates, and leaders are incredible at what they do, and they have earned this 

recognition." 

About Acelero Learning: Acelero Learning is a pioneering provider of early childhood education and 

family engagement services, all of which are focused on closing the achievement gap for thousands of 

Head Start children and families across the country.  With unparalleled child outcomes, Acelero Learning 

is both one of the most innovative companies operating in early care and education.  Founded in 2001, 

Acelero Learning is a direct provider of Head Start services, serving 5,000 children and families in New 

Jersey, Pennsylvania, Nevada, and Wisconsin. 
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